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Business owners & residents have an opportunity tq

participate in a community planning process to tigve
detailed plan for Old Redwood Hwy. between Page
Street and Highway 101 during Cotati Charrette Week
taking place Monday, July 18 - Thursday, July 21blie
session will be held each day at 12 noon and 7 ip.m.
the Cotati Room in the Community Center.

Why hold a charrette? A charrette, as a publicghesi
process, is a forum for community collaboration add
ucation. The community’s physical, social, politiaad

economic landscapes are simultaneously addressied af

integrated into the process, and stakeholdersaheded
at the beginning rather than at the end of thegs®cA
charrette allows resolution among local forces bygds
ing together all parties that will have a roletmsuccess
before local approval hearings are scheduled.

Public participation allows an interactive learning
process between planning professionals and thé loca
community in a time- and cost-effective manner. Whe
community members sit around the same table, they
learn more about available choices. They weigtctsts
and benefits of each, by themselves and againkt eac
other. At the same time, planners and designers lea
more about the social, political and economic ferak
fecting local community activities. In such an eow-
ment, informed decisions can be made quickly amd-co
prehensively, and then translated into designrateres
of which the local community has true ownership.

A charrette offers five distinct advantages asaam{pl
ning tool:

1) Itis an interactive, participatory event in wficom-
munity members have an opportunity to think and

act creatively about a specific design and develop-

ment project.

All participants focus on the project’s histocgn-
straints and opportunities at the same time.

It is a cost-effective forum for debate, defimesies,
offers alternative solutions, and concludes with a
graphic presentation of project designs.
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TUESDAY, JULY 19

Lunch 12 - 12:30 (BE PROMPT)

Workshop 12:30-1:30

Lunch in Cotati Police Facility Community Room 203
W. Sierra (next to City Hall)

Workshop in Cotati Room, Community Center

216 E. School St. (behind Chamber office & City Hall)

Catered by Simply Delicious

Cost is $15 and includes buffet with assorted foccacia
sandwiches, pasta salad, mandarin salad, garlic rolls
and beverage.

PROGRAM: Downtown Cotati Charrette

for Business People (see article in column to left)
Focus on developing a detailed plan for Old Redwood
Highway between Page Street and Highway 101 with
input from business people and others - come and
share your views!

Please RSVP by July 15 to 795-5508 or
chamber@cotati.org
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Always Perfect Events
Arch’s Glass
Best Chimney Sweep
Calvary Life Center
Canapé Catering Company
Friar Tuck's Pub
Las Guitarras de Cotati
Massage, Inc.
Nicolino’s Italiano Ristorante
Preferred Realty - Phil Grover
Rohnert Park Towing
Ryder Homes, Inc.
Sales Promotion
Gary Sterner
Studio 101
Stratus Services Groyformerly
Team One Personnel Solutions)
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A-1 Cleaners
7981 Old Redwood Hwy #G, Cotati 94931
Phone: (707) 664-0221
Raja Tahir Mahmood
Dry Cleaners
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Cullinen Hand Therapy
7950 Redwood Dr. #13, Cotati 94931
Phone: (707) 792-1370
www.chthandtherapy.com
Sandi Cullinen
Occupational Therapy/Hand Therapy

El Paso Mexican Bakery
8274 Old Redwood Hwy., Cotati 94931
Phone: (707) 665-9068
Rufina & Noe Maya
Bakery
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4) At its conclusion, community members understand
their role and the roles of other stakeholderdién t
project’s implementation.

5) The charrette’s public presentation, graphicget
design standards and implementation strategies pro-
vide substantial documentation for project approval
implementation and marketing.

What is involved? Building community consensus and
making informed decisions requires all the profestake-
holders to be invited to the charrette. Whethezeit,
public official, developer, financier, businessgmar, envi-
ronmentalist or design team member, all participané
valuable resources and stakeholders in the prejeat-
come. The more knowledge and experience they loing
the table and the more they learn about the prejdgt
namics, the more likely it is that the charrettd achieve
desirable results.

The typical charrette sequence follows:

1) Anintroductory social event allows charrettersgors
to become acquainted with one another, the design
team and project parameters.

2) Design team leaders present principles that npire
the planning and design process.

3) charrette sponsors present a description gbrbject
site, local government initiatives, urban contéms;
tory, constraints, opportunities and design work pe
formed to date.

4) The work sessions comprise the longest and most
tense phase. The design team assimilates community
development priorities into coherent design alterna
tives; what the community wants, the community gets
The design team produces drawings and other images
that communicate a practical, attractive develogmen
strategy. Ongoing discussions explore market, firan
and social issues; the physical environment, inofyd
landscape, architecture and engineering; and aleimp
mentation program. At times, the design team con-
venes for informal “pin-ups” (work-in-progress
sketches) to discuss with community members the de-
sign’s direction.

5) At a scheduled public presentation, charrettdifigs
and project designs are communicated visually and
verbally.

6) The charrette’s conclusions are published fdnlipu
information in a document, which provides account-
ability for the project’s implementation.

Once experienced, few doubt a charrette’s capazity
be a more exciting, cost-effective and memorablamae
of civic engagement and community building than the
conventional public hearing process.
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Cullinen Hand Therapy
7950 Redwood Dr. #13, Cotati 94931
Phone: (707) 792-1370
www.chthandtherapy.com
Sandy Cullinen

Open since June 2004, Sandy Cullinen has been an
occupational therapist 25 years, plus a certifizaidhtherapist
since 1991. She specializes in traumatic handiagur
orthopedic injuries, nerve injuries, tendon repaiepetitive
stress injuries & arthritis among other conditiot&he also
make custom splints to protect joints or to enhdnoetional
use of the hand.
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v TOBACCO ACTIVISM

We know that tobacco use among youth is a prohbern,
what's being done about it? The Environmental Préua
Coalition (EPC), a group run by SCAYD, is a grodgyauth
from Mountain Shadows Middle School and Rancho teota
High School who learn about the problems of tobaub al-
cohol, and then do activities to pass along thes unforma-
tion to the community.

The EPC high school group went to local convenience
stores to do an annual store scan. EPC youth eshoat
STAKE Act Stickers were posted at each registedist the
type and placement of alcohol and tobacco advengsés,
particularly in places where young people are {ikelshop,
like candy, soda, and ice cream aisles; and infdrmer-
chants of the new law that prohibits stores frowirgto-
bacco and tobacco products, such as cigars ancttga
rolling papers, on the counter. This new law stétat these
items must be behind the counter, or vendor assitigre-
vent underage people from handling them.

A few merchants voluntarily made changes to theires
based upon requests from the EPC. D & D’s Delilandor
in Cotati removed an alcohol company’s blow uplainp ad-
vertisement out of the children’s candy aisle. ugnsity
Square Grocery and Deli in Rohnert Park moved ttigars
off of the counter so underage people cannot rdsah. And
Fast & Easy Mart in Rohnert Park raised their ab¢@md to-
bacco ads, that were 3 feet and lower, so babi¢srmaall
children can no longer see them so easily. Thegehants,
along with the ones who had little or no tobaccd aleohol
advertising in their stores, show a level of comityurespon-
sibility in their sales practices, and are willilmgchange to
protect youth. For that, we commend them!

You can become a member of the countywide Coalftion
a Tobacco Free Sonoma County to learn what otmerdang
in their respective areas to battle this probleall Kerry An-
drade @ 565-6680 for more information.
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v MARKETING TO SSU STUDENTS

The Office of Residential Life at Sonoma State énsity
would like to invite Chamber businesses to becoare gf the
SSU community by participating in a few of theiheol year
opening activities. The Community Fair, advertisataen
their Welcome Bags, and donations to the WelcomatMo
events are the three areas that businesses camééaomlved
in. For more information about the events and teafien or to
participate, please contact: Mo Phillips,Associtector of
Student Development, 707-664-280, mo.phillips@sanedu.

v CAPITOL BUS SEMINAR

Assemblyman Joe Nation (D-San Rafael) announced tha
his 5th Annual Capitol Bus Seminar will take placeWed.,
July 13. This one-day seminar is an opportunityNation’s
constituents in Sonoma County to learn first-hamolua the
legislative process and our government. Attendeksear
from legislators, lobbyists, the media and policgkers.

The Capitol Bus Seminar is only open to Nation's-co
stituents and is free to them, but space is limitdcchartered
bus will depart from Petaluma and travel to Sacramere-
turning on the same day. Meals will be providede Duspace
limitations, reservations should be made quicktysign up,
please contact Assemblyman Nation’s office at (B6&)-
2006.

v COTATI CORNER GRAND OPENING

There’s a new wine shop in town, Cotati Cornerlan
Plaza in downtown Cotati. Attending their grand mipg were
President Rich Lucchesi, Chamber Board member Vicki
Dougan, Vice Mayor Janet Orchard, Chamber Board lmeem
André Morrow, Cotati Corner’s Tara Sager, ownensdyaand
Rick Knottenbelt, Mayor Lisa Moore, Chamber memibain
Allred and Rob Bachert. They offer a great selectibfine
wine, picnic supplies, wine accessories and gskbts. Wine
tastings take place every Thursday from 5 - 7 pYiou can
call them at (707)793-9357 or visit their website a
www.cotaticorner.com.
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